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Paducah-Gateway to the Confederacy  

By John P. Cashon 

Resources 

If you can read only one book 

Author  Title. City: Publisher, Year. 

Cashon, John Philip Paducah and the Civil War. Mount Pleasant, 

SC: Arcadia Publishing, 2016. 

 

Books and Articles 

Author  Title. City: Publisher, Year.  

Battle, J.H., William Henry Perrin and 

G.C. Kniffin 

Histories and Biographies of Ballard, 

Calloway, Fulton, Graves, Hickman, 

McCracken and Marshall Counties, 

Kentucky. Louisville, KY/Chicago, IL: F. A. 

Battey Publishing Co., 1885, chaps. 1,7,9. 

Catton, Bruce Grant Moves South. Boston, MA: Brown and 

Company, 1960, chaps. 3-5. 

Collins, Lewis, and Richard H. Collins History of Kentucky, 2 vols. Frankfort, KY: 

Kentucky Historical Society, 1874, years 

1861, 1863, 1864, 92-93, 96, 127, 134-5, 

138, 140-1. 

Craig, Berry F.  Kentucky Confederates: Secession, Civil 

War, and the Jackson Purchase. Lexington: 

University Press of Kentucky, 2014, chap. 5. 

George, Henry History of the 3d, 7th, 8th and 12th Kentucky 

C.S.A. Louisville, KY: C. T. Dearing 

Printing Co., 1911, chaps. 1, 9. 

Simon, ed., John Y.  The Papers of Ulysses S. Grant, 31 vols. 

Carbondale, IL: Southern Illinois Press, 

2009, April-September 1861, 5, 178, 187, 

189, 193-6, 198, 204-5, 216. 
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Grant, Ulysses S. Personal Memoirs of U.S. Grant, 2 vols. 

New York: Charles L. Webster, 1885-1886, 

chaps. 8, 19. 

Hoskins, Patricia Ann “‘The Old First is with the South’: The Civil 

War, Reconstruction, and Memory in the 

Jackson Purchase Region of Kentucky,” 

Dissertation submitted to the Graduate 

Faculty of Auburn University, 2008, 

ProQuest Dissertations Publishing, 2009. 

3365543, 32-33. See: 
http://search.proquest.com/openview/5a8a1f

762ba4a70bf29379ecc78ecdbf/1.pdf?pq-

origsite=gscholar&cbl=18750&diss=y , 

chaps. 1, 2, 4. 

Lee, Dan The Civil War in the Jackson Purchase, 

1861– 1862: The Pro-Confederate Struggle 

and Defeat in Southwest Kentucky. Jefferson, 

NC: McFarland, 2014, chaps. 4, 7. 

Moore, Frank 

 

The Rebellion Record: A Diary of American 

Events, with Documents, Narratives, 

Illustrative Incidents, Poetry, Etc., 12 vols. 

New York: G. P. Putnam/Henry Holt, 1864-

1868, 3:62-65, 67, 68. 

Neuman, Fred Gus Paducahans in History. Paducah, KY: 

Young Printing Company, 1922, chap. 4. 

Perrin, William Henry, J.H. Battle and 

G.C. Kniffin 

Kentucky: A History of the State. Louisville, 

KY/Chicago IL: F. A. Battey Publishing 

Company, 1885, chaps. 3, 4, 15. 

Quigley, Quintus Quincy, George Quigley 

Langstaff and Maureen Black Langstaff 

The Life & Times of Quintus Quincy Quigley, 

1828– 1910: His Personal Journal, 1859– 

1908. Paducah, KY: Paducah Area 

Community Foundation, 1999, 41-42, 61-62, 

69-71. 

Robertson, John E.L., and Ann E. 

Robertson 

Paducah, Kentucky: A History. Mount 

Pleasant, SC: History Press/Arcadia 

Publishing, 2014, chaps. 2-4. 

Wallace, Lew Lew Wallace: An Autobiography, 2 vols. 

New York, Harper & Brothers, 1906, chap. 

41. 

Wilson, James Harrison The Life of John A. Rawlins, Lawyer, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Chief of Staff, 

Major General of Volunteers, and Secretary 

of War. New York: Neale Publishing 

Company, 1916, chap. 7. 

http://etd.auburn.edu/etd/bitstream/handle/10415/1685/Dissertation.pdf?sequence=1
http://etd.auburn.edu/etd/bitstream/handle/10415/1685/Dissertation.pdf?sequence=1
http://etd.auburn.edu/etd/bitstream/handle/10415/1685/Dissertation.pdf?sequence=1
http://etd.auburn.edu/etd/bitstream/handle/10415/1685/Dissertation.pdf?sequence=1
http://search.proquest.com/openview/5a8a1f762ba4a70bf29379ecc78ecdbf/1.pdf?pq-origsite=gscholar&cbl=18750&diss=y
http://search.proquest.com/openview/5a8a1f762ba4a70bf29379ecc78ecdbf/1.pdf?pq-origsite=gscholar&cbl=18750&diss=y
http://search.proquest.com/openview/5a8a1f762ba4a70bf29379ecc78ecdbf/1.pdf?pq-origsite=gscholar&cbl=18750&diss=y
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Organizations 

Organization Name  Description, Contact information including 

address, email 

Jackson Purchase Historical Society The region’s historical society that has many 

sources on their website: 

http://jacksonpurchasehistory.org/jackson-

purchase-during-the-civil-war/   

 

Web Resources 

 

Other Sources 

 

Scholars 

Name Email 

John P. Cashon jcashon67@gmail.com  

 

Topic Précis   

At the beginning of the war, Kentucky maintained a stance of neutrality and Union and 

Confederate forces kept out of the state, taking tactically advantageous positions in 

neighboring states in order not to violate Kentucky neutrality and risk pushing the state into 

the arms of their opponents. In September 1861 Confederate forces under General 

Leonidas Polk captured Columbus Kentucky. The bluffs at Columbus dominated the 

Mississippi below the confluence with the Ohio River. In response, General Grant 

occupied Paducah Kentucky. His quick action countered the Confederate move and gave 

him control of the Ohio and Tennessee rivers as well as the Cumberland River. After its 

occupation, Paducah became a staging area for Union troops, a supply depot and a hospital 

center for the care of the sick and wounded. From this secure base Grant advanced deep 

into the Confederacy along the Ohio, Tennessee and Mississippi Rivers. Without Grant’s 

early capture of Paducah, the war in the west might have turned out very differently.  

Paducah’s capture was one of Grant’s early and important successes as Paducah became 

the gateway to the Confederacy. 

**** 

http://jacksonpurchasehistory.org/jackson-purchase-during-the-civil-war/
http://jacksonpurchasehistory.org/jackson-purchase-during-the-civil-war/
mailto:jcashon67@gmail.com

